
BLACKSBÜRG'S NEWS

Celebration of toe Itory Literary
Society at College.

POPOLIR TOPICS DISCUSSED.

Large ai»d Intere.tert A.idienre Tresent-

Btadent« an<l Professore Off f*v th«

noll«lay»-A Richmond Met»,

BaaavtJaTaatOsM VA., Pecember Î2-

|8pecUl.)-<>n the evening of the IMh

lecurred the .celebration of the Maury

Literary Society. After an overture by
iBie cadet band the exerclsea were opened
with prayer by the Itev. 3. M. Holladay.
«.aator of the l>ro*b> tertan church. Mr. G.

G. Surface, proiddent of the society, de¬

livered a graceful salutatory and Intro-

luced the first orator of the evening-Mr.
Leslie D. Kline, of Frederick county. Mr

Kline handled his sut.Ject-"Kree Trude"

In a manner that showed him thorouKhly
Ismlllar with It, and evidenced much care

In the preparation of the speech. The

BMSBd orator of the evening. Mr. It. I*

t'mborger. of Wythe. had selected aa his

ShSBM the Query. 'tJBSB What Does the

Dl..:y of Oor Nation lHp.nl?" and an-

twer.-d tBBjsJlBllfrtir »·>' *h..w.ng that It

a only upon the true Christian manhood
and true womanhood of ita citizens.

The BBSSttSB, "HBSuIIIA That it 1«

Ais'ainst the Intensi Of Labor, as Opposed
I.» Capital, t'· Fens I'nlons or «Vmblna-
tlons " Was then ably debated by M
? \V Simpson of BCOtlBSd. and Mr.

loseph ? Carper, of Botetoart, on the

ifllrmotive. and Messrs. ClBUdtSS LBS, Of

pltteyrraala, and ? L Reas, s] Bloat·
¦aassry» on tse negathre.
The J:; lKes, s· lected from the audience.

.,,, ¡,-, .t, on the merita of the
1 unsnlm lusly In the affirmative.
Thire waa a very large audience pres-

»nt the room not beta· «Me to seat th-m

»11. The Ofder and Strict attenti.? paid
,ik. rs was remaikabl«·. due. BO
ina large mcasur»·, to the ex-

-,::,·,.f th. speeches. The celebrati in

, a high degree «redltable. and does

Boaor to th»· aociety. it was th.- Int
jo hold it.- celebratloa of the Lee Society
Dn Thursiay night, but for various i.a-

,. was d>imid best to i»stpone H
intll L«e a-lUrthday. January Wth.

DONI BOHaa
Almost all of tha stsdeBU have left for

Hi. :r bom» ?. 'I'd th. college buildings and

grounds ?. ??<· a deearted look that is

al.nost painiul. M .st of the member· of

the faculty will t»· absent, tOO, during
nil or a parties of the holidays BB ?G

little village, · «cept l-r th.· araall b >.

th·· nrecrachers, and no iitti«· "booten
th.it always imi- its way in at

l'hrìstmas tini.·, would he «juleter than ut

almost any asases of th»· year.
ttur merchants are now shipping large

quant turki \s to your city.
On th·· BHh nere than L'.'««> pounds were

shipped by two firms alone They are
:,! : t t?·.· weather ?

ease aad bright a· ? e* ver were both
game and fowls in finer MB lltlon.

PRICES LDWbTR.
The Chrtotmaa trade has set In now In

, ?. end both merchants
ind cierna an very busy. Articlee under

I ration of th- n.w tariff bill are

lower than they hare »rer been. Though
:h<- oppoalng hosts bare retired Mr. Wil-
, ,. from Coni t smst be no eaaell

t>. Km t know that be b is

brought joy ami aoltd-creature comfort,
, ·,. -, \: «m where it would

ind sadly missed under
;).. : the McKinley law.
An tier.· will bl merry htirts among

the n 11 It- folks, too. for «'.oh "f th·· f,. ¡I

Babbath BChOOla her will Rive during
next week a Chriatmaa-tree or its

equivalent to Its pupils.
I.o it.'imnt John T. Knight, who has

ippolnted Inatruetor of th.· Btat«
waa th»· «·...".mail huit here pre

i,i. m· nani Herman Th·· t: ime
af his fr;.;..|s uni admirers here II

ii." who congratulate both the
tenant Knight on this

ex·. il«m appointment
tera was orcnnlz'd

I «uh twenty-eight atu-
and l'i· fet ¦> ssd Itan-

lolph as charter mi ml
RICHalONDERB.

The coll« ge now ha· ;i goodly number
nf ri. re on its rolls, ..;:

have organisi ? thensehres into a social
arder termed ti¡·· "Richmond club."
About u week since the .int. bad its pho-
i takes in order. I presume, to
tike to the people «t home the hand-
SOmi St 1 ¡' 'or.- th-y ,.v< t I iw.

'¦ An Interesting eaperimenl is being
? it] .-farm. Twelvemontha
fine.· Or. Niles, the veferinailan, tested
th·· h»-rd and found several Infect« 1 with
tubercaksns. He is now nngagirt in »simi¬
lar experiments. In this he is assisted i.y
his class. s<> that it is not only a v.. t
benefit to the college stock, but a v. ry
instructive 1er th·· students
The weather has been so opes and mild

this fall that the cattle ure In fin.· ci.n.ll-
t md many are being marketed Still.
M.-svrs childr. «s & Miller recently mad«
? largì ihlpSM Bt
A letter Jest received by Mrs. Tiennett

announcs the pnfe arrival In England
»f her husband und daughter. When in
sieht of land and not more than twelve
I sail from harbor their vessel ran

1 all efforts of the crew to
- out were unavailing. With the

assistane- of two tugs she was finally
off. but pot until two tlre.som'e

d..y- had bees spent waiting by tho pas-
s ngera
A letter receive by the wrltpr fnm

Staple· announces his intention of
in-nding the holidays In Ohilstiansburg.

NORTHUMBERLAND OYSTERMEN.
Petition. t. Have Ov.ter lied. I.cl,.lc«i in

the Survey-Tough 1'rUoner».
riLSVU.M:. ??. Oecember BI-
I? great many petitions have

I 't«n up among the BJBlBlmit Of
our a.ctlon for the purpose of having the
' oyater-bara walck were left osi

.«in Baylor, included in thaganeral1 I here have been a great many
irnong them, and they kavs

1 A greet many valuable bar·
ted In the waters of tin·»

which, If aome step« hai sot beeniahen, would hay«.· bees thrown eses t..
·? ' "f th. m are small. It Is

:t if they cannot bo reecued and
Included in the other beds, the oystermen»ni th.· oyBtarlng will have recatead a
»envy blow, As h is, petitions hare i·.".

"!> end filed here at the t'l. rk'i»
and h is t. t.. hoped that th.

rill not be deprived of any of
whl h are truly necessaryto th· m f.r a ?????.

ng further has «lev« loped In the
"y»,,ri "I murder of th.· ootored SOS Bt
«"·'·".". ch.ir.).. and the affair lias
*"'" »ry much.

bold« a pair of tough-
»vs who were srreet«d mei

l»¡· ?:··??? the .-hu<'king-house at
'or engagta«; In a drunken

'.,'·' me sliKht cuts, and the
;'.1,r I bruised. <·!..· .f them

drown himself by Jumpingì' Vi "'""? "? »?« rtrer to

JuíIc
RM

SECOND ANNUAL POULTRY SHOW
Inolber FlhBjIBlB In Jaouary-ITobabl».

BauBvead ßßßßßßßßßß).
^.\I-i:.M, VA« Oecember 23.--(Special.).

SBBBBl poultry show of the
···· Valky j'oultry Association.

" b »» ,? Beat hlTt a few daye >go
*"» a ? teat BaSBBBJ in every way, re-
>rh>ta briag ko(s1 ??? many sale· being

I prices, J. h. Dressa·
I '«-a. N. v.. scored thenui. ,:w"' *]l *****wiih t»>e «-

u ,·
""«i«*«» January Sth

rgs O. itrown. of Haiti-

·7??· ****fmm
hsee âwi',ï,r,"l'r.J"hn'tott· of tn* 1Jultl-
» d»y H

" ?-1|G?»? <'ompany, aassN

U'^^,ir\^tutn J- C i-anghorne
road G.«/ "* ""· of the 0|i W·*
lk"' gener.? ^V"? t0°k ,? th* eltUi"
"»iDgOefini .

Vh"" n· *oul<1 «»y no.?ß? h" »Lokab0fut ,h· P»·"»· of his com-

«n tha rout, ? 4t0ut ?«·<*·"^ change
Wurk "n mm 'ne. ml»t»k. a made in the
«horo.jKh t,,*1* ,,y, r<>*d. etc., and the
the roau', |?(???.*11?a «· «?*?» Into
»tie to th* u-iuf .i. thlf "«""o save
of the \aiuy ... , ?1 ,n **rty extension
probable. **a '» "«t altogether tm-

Tke KoBBoke B,refl,^ Compfto)r

has a force of hands excavating for their
new track on College avenue. Halem'·
principal être. t. *n extension which the

Council has recently granted them. When
eompletfd the electric-car« will run from
the Terry building at Itoanoke to the
court-houae at Balcm. Instead of stopping
In a wildern*»» of boom lots n« now.

Th· Indies' Aid Hoelety of tho Baptist
Church have Just received a letter from
Yokohama. Japan, from Mr». Maynard,
formerly Miss Bessie Harlow. of Balcm.
who ha» gone as a mlaalonary to that
country.
Tho Luthrrena have recently purchased

a lot between here and Hollín» with the
Intention of erecting at an early day a

church thereon.
Itoanoke County Court Is In session,

and almost the whole week has been
taken up with the ras· against Hender¬
son Carroll, of Vlnton. charged with Ihe
seduction of Mary A. Oliver, of the same

pince, under promise of marriage. Much
of the evidence waa too obscene for
family reading.
H J. Mclntyre. of Springfield, Mass,

who will take charge Of athletics nnd
physical culture at itoanoke College, has
arrived. Mr. Mclatyre has taken a two-

years' course In the Physical Department
of the International Young Men's Chris¬
tian Association Training School at
Springfield. Mas»., and come« highly re¬

commended by the director. Dr. Luther
(iullck.
County-TrensurT George N'use Is In

Klchmond settling with the State Auditor.

ALICE MITCHELL IMPROVINC

l'indu· of School-Girl· and Teacher·-
-'.i.niii.ii Hoy· lieatrll li «1.

STAINTON. VA., December 22.-(Spe-
cl.il.l-Allce Mitchell, of Klchmond. th"
white woman whose skull was fractured
last week when she was knocked from the
Val'.'-y railroad trestle bridge Just north of

Staunton. Is getting along nicely, and bet
recovery Is highly probable. The pa¬
tient has been carefully attended by able
physicians, and kind friends here have
admlnJetered to bar waatn
The Christian BndeBVOf Convention of

Virginia will Batet beta on January 13th
proximo.
Thl re has been quite an exodus of

pretty school Kills and teachers at the
vaitona Belatoli her.·, the trip» being Btadi
»o the homes of those conveniently n<ar,
whence the travellers will spend the
Christmas holidays. The pupils nt the
Si.?.· Institute of the Deaf. Dumb, and
Blind, are not permitted to leave the
ln.'tltutli.n at Christinas, n» it has been
found that no little ????????? resulted 10
them in leaving the Btaam-beated school
bulldtaga and going to homes BOt *·> Inat¬
ti!. However. gBBOrtoteawleBt Thomas S.

Doyle and his faculty exert tie BIBtltea
IO mal;·· hippy during the> beUdayi th*
big BOUaeoOld Of unfortunates In their
charge.

Tin- Imvs In Staunton will be re¬

stricted this Christmas in the use of
fir· works. Cannon-crackers are forbidden
by the <ity ordlnancea. However, small
Bgnlba may be used by the youngsters.
News is received here of the death in

New· York on the Uth Instant of Minnie
Jeffert ·?. formerly owned by the Ksk-
rtdget, of Augnata. Aunt Minnie was M
y.ars old. and was a slave belonging to
Thomas Jefferson nt IfonUcelk) before
being own· d by the Etkridgea

JUDGE HARRISON HONORED.
Hob. George If. Harrison. Judge elee!

of the Supreme Court of Appesdfl of Vir¬
ginia, has had the esteem IB which he
is held here at his home emphasised by
tw hanlsern·· dinners given In his honor
by two member· of the Bar. Mr. Alex¬
ander l\ Robertson and Mr. A. C. Brax·

h have handsomely entertained
Judge Harrison nt dinner parti· s at their
homes, on which occasions wer·· present
many of the leading lights of the bar
and the bench.
The Thomas C. Williams Tobacco Com¬

pany, of Richmond, has arranged ?·
give eaeh of the diners at the Staunton
Dally News' Christmas «linn, r to the
poor a plug of the Williams Company's
"Covai Colors" t·

COUNTY EXPENSES.
The Flshersvllle Karmers" Club reports

through on«· of its committees on ex«
of Augusta county that in MM the

county 1> vy w is 120.801.16; in UM, £77,60] M);
In IMS, Î-..!'!" li. and that In II
revenue was Inaufflcienl by K.iT.ii, nnd
that th·· county was In debt la this latter
sun. It appears that the n't levy for
UM v. »s M3.8M.M. J. ?. Keeper, a mem-
bet of the dub, teilt the Dispatch cor·
respondent that the club, in referring
to the manner of beeping the e unity ac¬
count?, in no arise bt to be onderai.? ;.

criticising the cor. ( the county
officials. ·

Ex-Senator Abaolom Kölner is a mem¬
ber of th·· Ftahersvuie Club, and said at
iti-· last meeting that It was a matter of
much labor to get all the facts, and thai
'twould be necessary to examine the
accounts for several years before one
COUld Bad OUt JUBl win re the cxp. BM I Of
the county could bt i· loo I.
Dr. David Hanger, a brother to ex-

gpcahCT Marshall Hanger, ¡ment the mat¬
ter of the new assessment of land, BUg-
gested that lands bbouM ?
fot t;-xation In proportion to the prices
of produce.

HOLIDAYS AT SCOTTSVILLE.

Absentee· Flocking Home to Spend the
Chrlatnia·.Mr, »illiuer's Lout Hoy.

B^DTTBVTLLB, va.. December ß.-
(Spi ci,i!.)-Miss EUaa u. Panari who
It teaebtng at Kik inn, passed through
here to-day to .s;.ind the holidays with
her mother. Mis. P. A. l-'arrar, at Orange
Courtli'
Mr. St.-ve M. Shepherd leaves for his

home near Kent's Store, in i'luvanna, to
bp' Bd Christmas.
Cenerai .1. C. Hill and Mrs. 31111 re¬

turn- 1 hem· from Klchmond to-day. 1 li¬

ât r .Martin and wile aie lutili absent
hUsa Root S. l'atiar, who conducts the

graded school atar North Qardea, will
be ut boat to spend the Christmas holi¬
days.
The town was enlivened 00 Thursday

by ? beautiful marriage, which tooh place
al the reakri nee of Mr. Peter v. colami,
father of the bride, at I o'clock P, ht
His lovely daughter) Miss Fanale, was

united in marriage to Mr. Carrie Dunkum.
of I'.luel). Id. W. Va· Ret. J. W. llildrup.

of the Methodlai chnrch, performed
the c.-r. mony ? ry Impieaalvely, The
happy pair took the east-bound train
to vidi the home of the groom's father,
uft.r whlOh they will make their home in
BlueflekL

li ·¦ formed on our ponds near here
which allowed the boys a nice little
"skate" early yesterday morning, but the
vv.ather is tin··.
The graded hehool here has Just closed

for the holidays, and the children are
In high glee.
Mlaoec Nellie and Lena Dunkum, of

Cumberland, visited the town Thursday to
attend their brothers Bsarrtage.
Mr. George W. Claud. Of Klchmond,

Is here spending the holidays.
MhtJ Mary Tutvvil.-r. who has beta »pend¬

ii.>·. - ant tini.· at Bib Hill with her sis-
t r, Mrs. l'itts, returned home Wednes¬
day.

AN ANXIOUS PARENT.
Mr. Z. Lee Ollmer. one of our towns-

iii« n. In the absein»· of Mrs. (¡timer at
Charlottesvllle, three days ago, about
dark ml.-sed his little son. Walker, who
invariably after his play with associates
about town puts in bis appeal ance at
home about that tune. His father m arch¬
ed around the street» for him. but failed
to llnd him. Be UOBClUdea* that during
tht afternoon he had probnbly gone to his
aunts, some two miles out of town, to
meet his mother on her return, where
Bha expected to spend the Bight. So Mr.
( ¡limer, procuring a horse and baggy,
drove out there, and failing to find the
uhi.· feiiow. eased at several other place»
where he was accustomed to visit, but
with the samo success. He returned
Home In a very high state of unxlety.
but his Joy was very great to see his bo-
walk in about the time he «ot back. F« cl¬
ing sick, he had gone to a neighbor's
close by and laid down and fell into a
profound slumber, from which he had
Just awakened.

Mr. Kdward Moon, who makes hi» home
at l.ynchburg. Is here ut his farm,
"Snowdcn." for a day or two.

The Heat Tuning.
Many year· elnce our house stood fore¬

most In the employment of only line
WOthgaBg. We now have three upon
whom the public can relie for moet »u-
paffOf l'iaiio work. Leave ordert for
piompt attention, we guarantee satis¬
faction. MANI,Y H. HAMOS & CO.,

tU3 Main street

See our Magnificent Display of Qold
Hinge. Ear-Kings, Lace-Pins, etc.

D. Bl'CHANAX.
Ill east Broad street.

We will invest money for parties having
money to Und on real cateto or on good
collateral·.
THE FINANCE TRADING» COMPANY.

NORTnENRNECKRsK.
Interest Reïlwd Id the Project By

Recent Publications.

ALL CLASSES IN FAVOR OF IT

Increased Prosperity of the ? bolt. Section

Looked Forward Tt>.Thoossuds of
Wild Geese.

(Correspondence of the Dispatch.)
COMOHN, KINO OEOHGE COINTT,

VA., December 22..Recent newspaper no-

ticea reviving the aubject of the long-
talked-of Northern Neck railroad, and
the presence here of northern capitalists
who «Ignify their Intention to take stock
and Inaugurate work at a very early day
have tended to enthuse and arouse the

whole people In favor of that much-
nteded enterprise. As stated a few
wt.ka ago through thia medium, many
large real cstate-ownera along the pro¬
posed route who openly opposed tho

building of a railroad through the Neck,
are now among the avowed friends of
the project, and may be rellctl on «s

material helpers when the time comes for

help. It Is understood this week that
some of the hitherto antl-rallroad roen

are now such zealous advocates of Its

Inmediato construction that they will
Cheerfully dona!« a right of way through
th.ir plantations. Indeed, all classes are

almost overjoyed at the prospect of the
schi'me materializing at last. The land-
oanera at last accept the proposition that
a railroad through this now Isolated, but
fertile Neck, would greatly enhance the
value of their property.
Laborer· and mechanics see In the

scheme a prospect of lucrative employ¬
ment for them. Merchant» Join In the
shouts of Joy, because prosperity among
the land-owners and laboréis means in-

i IBOd prosperity for themselves. For ?

week past, almost every other topic nas

been subordinated to the subject of a

railroad through the Northern Neck, and
certainly If anything transpires to defer
operations, this will be a saddened und
disappoint» d p. opta

BUOOBB TO THE LEADER.
The Leader, the weekly newspaper to

be published In Lancaster county by th-
leader Publishing Company, will make
its appearance on the Brat Thursday in
January next, with T. .1. Downing, edi¬
tor, and Messrs. E. K. Larnum. Clarence
Towles, and W. T. Mayo associate-editor».
Mr. K. O. Norria will 1»· Menerai mana¬
le· r. The company Is composed of a num¬
ber of the most prominent professional
and buBlness-men of that BSOtiOB of this
North, rn Nt ? k.
Thomas I'arker (colored), the public-

school teacher of this county who Ira·
assi to the i»· nltentlary from Fredei ka-
burg in February. UM, for passing a

beck to ß Fredericksburg Jeweller,
has returned to his home here, a sadder
but wiser man. While his once-admiring
frl.nds cannot now forgive him for bung¬
ing discredit upon his race, Tom Insists
that his experience will prove a valuable
leaaoB to him, and that it all ^happened
for the b» st." Cp to the very «lay on

which Tom forged UM name of Treasurer
I'. F. Winde, Of King George, to a check,
he stood very high in the «stimati..? of
both whit«· and colored her-, and his race

so proudly regarded him as a rising man

that nearly .very colored family esteemed
it an honor to entertain him, und ¡? god¬
send to have him teach their children.
Mr. K. 11. Hudson, the largest real

.-tat. owner nt King George courthouse,
has repaired severs! of his houses In the
village, and is otherwise Improving his
property, which adda greatly to the ap-
pearsnea of the who·· place.

BION8 OF Till·; TIMES.
The advent this week of thousands of

wild geese to the tributaries and marshes
of the south side of the Potomac liv.r
is regarded as an indication of approach¬
ing cold and stormy weather. The move·
ments of get m and several other species
of wild water-fowl are watched with In-
tereat all through December ani the Bret
half of January, and are considered by
many unfailin'g signs of the times.

Tin·: in»liiiays.
This has bet ? an exceedingly busy week

with country people.perhapa the busiest
period Of the same length of the whole
year. Large wood-piles.choice oak and
hi· kory- for Christmas fires, ? p.·
meal-tuba, nn extra barrel oí choie flour,
AC, Ac, must all be In place by Christ·
nae-eve, and the country landlord must
give his undivided time and attention to
these very items the week before <'hilst-
n. ?-·, for th· sound of axe, grist-mill, or

anything else like work Is not heard du-
iing that sacr··.I week from December
i:;.th to January M. And this week is a

time of no less Importance, anxiety, push,
and hurry to the country wives, mothers,
and daughters, Stacks of Christmas pies,
cakes as big as grindstones, bsapa Of
nick-nacks, caramels, &c, must all be
prepand und In readiness for the holi¬
days. Besides such duties ns those Just
mentioned, which devolve upon the aromefl
folk, the mothers must also take th· Ir
little ones to the neighborhood store be¬
fore Christmas BT· and lay lu a supply
of tin-horns, cllmblng-morik.ys, tin
whistles, firecracker·, toy pistols, and
various "pretty things" (instruments of
torture to bachelors) so long promised
the "precious little fellows," provided they
behave nicely till Christmas.

PERSONAL.
Mr. Richard I.. Sullivan 1» critically

ill at the bom.· of Mr. .1. S. l'< yton, near
thi· ph.ee. Its. Bt W. Minor, V. ?.

Caruthera, and F. F. Winde performed an

Operation on him several days ago, and
the case Is being watched with deep In¬
terest and great anxiety.
Mr. A. P, BUlttgaley, the telephone-

operator, and a merchant at King Osorga
Courthouse, has been extremely ill for
three weeks with typhoid-fever.
A number of ladies who teach in private

families here left this w.-.k for their re¬
spective homes In other counties, to spend
the holiday.;.
? p. st. ilice to be called "C.rigsby's"

las been eatabllahed at the store of Mr.
John (¡rlgebv, near Machadoc. thi» coun¬

ty, wdth ß tri-weekly mall-service.
The horrible murder of Mr. Peter

Schooler som.· days ago In Stafford, the
county adjoining this, accounts of which
appeared In the Dispatch, has so Incensed
our ???ß?· that many of them would
esteem It a pleasure to lynch the assassins
without ceremony, with the slightest en¬

couragement, although there never was
an attempt at lynching In all thia section.
The murdered man had warm friends
bare, and the awful crime of slaying such
a worthy, Inoffensive citizen has aroused
greater wrath and indignation than has
any other one deed In twenty years.

REFLECTION ON XMAS SHOPPING.

Men l'oor llanda tu Buy.Some of the
Noveltlea.The Empty Stocklug,

Th· se few busy weeks before and after
Christmas that we are wont to call the
holiday season are full of absorbing in¬
terest to one who has the leisure and the
Inclination for studying humanity; and
BvOS though one may have little money
to spare for the pretty trifles that are
set as traps to catch the unwary, there
Is still a good deal of amusement to be
derivid from visiting the shops, the holi¬
day «rush notwithstanding.
What the tiintetnth century humorist

would do If he hsd not the luckless wo¬
man shopper to fall back BBSS In an

emergency is an open question, for
among the holiday shoppers one meets
OvSry conceivable type of woman.and
man; the latter, being in most instances
the very Incarnation «if helplessness. No
woman with a sympathetic soul and the
usual power of observation can watch
the average man struggling in a store
crowded with women without a pang
of pity. There Is a science In shopping,
which but few women and fewer men
aeem to have mastered, though It con¬
sists In the simplest rule of knowing
what one want· to buy and Just how
much one can afford to pay for it.
The wise woman Is she who lets asU'.e

a certain Bum for holiday expenditure
with a mental determination not to ex¬
ceed Ita limits. A woman of thia type
la a godsend to the weary sales-
woman, for she wastes no time In look¬
ing at all aorte of things which she has
no intention of buying.

. · ·

«liver plsya an unusually prominent
role among the presents of to-day, and
the many articles, useful and ornamental,
come to us In very alluring forms. A
pretty little present In e useful novelty
1« sn umbrella strap, made In the form
of a miniature belt, and trimmed with
sterling illver. The illver buckle and
other decoration· ihow very artistic
workmanship, presenting a decided and
pleasing contrast to the ungainly um¬
brella bands of formar years.
Women ari orar ready to smlli upon

a gift when It assumes the pleasant guise
of a costly gem, an I aa each season
bring· with it aom· new fad In *ton*n, It
hehoove· the tender huaband to see »o It
that ahe Is abreaat of the times. The one

stone above others upon which the srod-
dcM of fashion ha· at the present mo¬

ment «et a special value Is the peridot, or

"evening emerald." as It la sometimes
called. It la a lovely «tone, with ex¬

quisite »hades of transparent gr*en. the
best suggeatlon of whose hue la th» effect

produced by looking at the light
through a thin, defeat· leaf. Jewellers
»ay that the peridot la of the same (Jagg
a» the beryl, ariua-nmrlne and topaz, and
that It Is, In fact, the ancient chrysolite.
It I» found In Kaypr. Ceylon. I'eru. and
Kraal!, good .crystals being extremely
rare. In pine and rings It Is »onv Ime«
set In amethysts, and the bl'ndlng of the
soft mauve and green Is exquisitely ar¬

tistic.
a · ·

How naturally at Chrlstmas-tlme do
we fall to thinking of what we would
like to give, and of the wants of the in.my
around us, and In the midst of all eut
own care· ami perplexities, we each take
time somehow to consider how beat to

please and help those with whom we are

more or lesa associated by means of gift«
to which we seek to give as much heart·
value as possible. And work In this line
has the right ring, because It Is helpful,
sympathetic, and affectionate. AH this
we do at Chrlstmas-tlme because It Is ours

to do, by virtue of long association and
training. That It Is a good thing t da
no one can doubt for a moment. But we

are In danger of forgetting to glee »¦>

those whose presence in our midst 1» for¬
gotten, overlooked, until we hear some

had story of suffering and want, of Bstag
to whom Christmas Is the saddest time
of the whole year.

. » ·

The most pathetic picture we have seen

among the many suggestive of Chri-tmis
during tno peat few weeks is a little
black and white sketch of "The Empty
Sto-klng." Poverty is stamped Bp
every surrounding, the cupboard is empty,
the table Is baie, the grate Is empty,
too, and the snow has drifted over tho
window-frame. The faith of the poor
little ragged girl as she crept from her
miserable bed at dawn had BOI water d,
fOf had she not hung her little lagged
stocking close to the ehlmn-y, so Santa

Claus mlgnt find It llrnt thing? It hangs
limp by the tireless hearth, and In the

abaadoBflteat of grtef bet face is buried
ta her hands, aa she leans WBeplhg Bpoa
a broken chair, and neither the empty

cupboard nor grate are rememb. ?· | In

th bitter grief and disappointment at

the empty stocking!
Unfortunately, these are not fancy

sketches. There is that touch of nature

in them which shows us they are true to
the letter, nnd are only the mirror turned
toward us to remind us that In our abun¬

dance we should remember tho Beady.
a · ·

The benevolent in our midst are plan¬
ning various means by which the i;r. ati t

number of children will 1»· made happy,
nnd families made more comfortable du¬

ring the present week. The chur< Ins,
th.· mission schools, nnd BOCJetlea, the

King's Daughters), the Men's and Wo¬

rn· n's Christian associations, and the
City Mis-ion are buaUy preparing to >?·>

all the good they can with the meant
at their command.
To the sorrow-stricken and unhappy

who feel that life Is empty and aimless
? whispered word: 1>·> all you can for
the omfort and happiness of thos·· leet
fortunata than yourself, and your bol I ?
will i>« lightened, your almi and objects
brighten, and life will take, on new In¬
terest for you. CHIeOBj

BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS-TIDE.

A Ties for l'roprr Observance of »he Ora·

clou« and Hallow« il Season.

RICHMOND, VA., D ··· ml r .", l«3i.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:
And now recurs the beautiful Christ¬

mas-tide, hallowed with Its holy as-·da¬
tions and proclaiming anew the "good
tidings of gnat Joy." The sweet music

of tho angelic choir that entran· l thl
thepherdi on Juden'· plain· the tir.st
Christmas morning Ions, long ago G??µ?
down through the corridors of time BB 1
with none of its sweet and MHUVcbeertng
melody lost, still Joyously pi
"Peace on earth, good will toward men."
Surely Christmas Is humanity's natal day,
since It Is the anniversary of the birth of
man's gréaient friend and only Savour.
It Is a tima when the great heart of
nature seems to bent cloatr to the beati
of the beneflceat Creator. Most natural
and fitting Is it that at such a eeaaoa the
better tide of our natures tboold pre·
dominât·· to harmonize our hearts with
th>· sweet poetry of th·· pirating I
And though In our latitude this happy
time comea when "winter Is tic¬
king," yet it none the less comes us tin:
sweet and refreshing summer btOtat in
life's heat.d batti.·, or as genial sunshine
radiating th·· moral univers., with Its
b.r.iliinant beams of lov·· and BtCTCP,
cheering the faint, succoring the weak,
raising the fallen, nnd supplanting
with Joy and gladness. Flee from all
taint of selfishness, It Uwlabea Its bene¬
dictions without regard to age or s· >.,

nationality of mate, in lu Joya tht poor
may vie with tho rich, tho v.. ih
with the strong, the lowly with
the exalted. It.-* ch·¦· r extend·
from peasant's hut to palatial man¬

sion. The beautiful delusion of "Sinti
Claus" to infancy a reality Is tr·
through maturcr years even to life's sun¬

set. To the toiler Christmas comea as

the oasis in life's desert of worry an!
care, for although it may not l··· the
lot of every MM to enjoy a resplt" fr bji
th. ir daily labors, y> t even to such It Is.
a grand and glorious holiday. It Is a
time when the ties of brotherhood making
the wholo world akin seem to be more
real.
"Good Wfll 1 wards men." I«t the In¬

spiring and elevating aeathnenl of thla
B. He will ha happiest in the enjoy¬

ment of this day whose heart Is BMBt
responsive to the needs of his f· II .w-man.
Rend a gleam of sunshine Into BMBt dark'.
despondent sou!, raise up some dmoplag
spirit, light-? some borden-beaTcr* L
and by kindly acts« lorn of that charity
which "seeketh not her own" contribute
to the amelioration and elevation of our
common humanity.
Let us remember that notwithstanding

the truths above written, there Is a cloud
invariably hovering over this glori·.·,
son. '1'hls cloud Is the lamentable fact
of festivities, customs, nnd excesses en¬

tirely out of harmony with the spirit of
the occasion. Qood social cheer Im not
dependent upon the puneh-bovvl or th"
eggnog-bOWl -Many households not glv-n
to excesses In such matters seem to con¬
sider that "Christmas times" ulve a war¬
ranted license in these Indulgence·, But
alas! It is too true that ties.. iir.· ?
evil sown, and from the sowing a harvest
of misery and death is annually reaped.
Many a poor, wrecked life trae s Ita
downward career back to the social i-l a,
and many a one."pity 'tis, 'tis true".to
the Jewelled hand of his fair lady love
or the hand of a loving mother, who little
dreamed of the poison in the tap. Th ftj
evil social customs are more honored in
the breach than In the observance. W I ?
we take up our morning paper the day
after Christmas then· is generally a
sickening column of rum's trophiis.trape-
dies, accidents, fatalities due to drink.
Let us, as we value our civilization, our
political life, our social life, and our
spiritual life, turn from the least sem¬
blance of encouragement to any cus¬
tom that tanda to drag down our rela¬
tives, friends, and neighbors. And to
those of our people not meaning by their
«ocial-glass Indulgences to do their kin¬
dred, friends, or society any harm, let
mo beg that If you will not be convinced
that with the restrictions you throw
around your Indulgences any harm Ban
result, bear in mind that It is your plata
duty to turn your back upon any general
custom that has been abundantly proved
to be prolific of untold evil.
I wish all our people a cup brlmmlng-

ful of solid Christmas cheer.not of In¬
toxicants, but of solid, substantial peace
and Joy. May the cloud be lift. .1 from
every troubled heart; may "peace and
good will" reign triumphant; may the
loving arm of mercy encircle the drunk¬
ard's home, and even he be brought back
to righteousness and peace, and may the
good people of this fair metropolis of the
glorious Sunny South prove themselves
responsive to all earnest entreaties to
labor for the good of our common hu¬
manity along whatever lines are proved
to be practicable and efficient.

W. hi BICKERS,
District Chief Templar and State Deputy
Orand Templar, Independent Order of
Good Templars.

Christina· Holiday Rat·«.
The Norfolk nnd Western railroad will

sell reduced-rate tickets to Norfolk,
Lynchburg, »nd all local stations, for the
Christmas and New-Year holidays
Tickets will be on «ale from December
15th to »th, Inclusive, and December 23th
to January 1st, Inclusive; good to return
until January J. H«. For tickets and
full Information, apply at the company«
office, 638 east Main street.

R. W. Cot'RTNET.
District Posaenger Agent

The nobbiest line of Hate In the city
nt Allen * Randa,

ALL DAY TO-MORROW (MONDAY)
AND UNTIL niDNIQHT THE PEOPLE OF RlCHHOND

WILL SEE THE ENDING AND

Reap the Benefits at Meyer's Store I
OF THE:

?

GREATEST SERIES OF

HOLIDAY SPECIAL SALES
EVER HELD IN ANY RICHMOND STORE.

To say that you have appreciated the way goods have been sold here does not convey to

those who have not visited the sture the tremendous crowds that have, day by day, hour by
hour, found their way in and out of the store. Five Extra Delivery-Wagons, 4 Extra Wrap¬
ping Counters, 63 Extra Salespeople, 10 Extra Cash-Boys, an Extra Information-Desk, where

your packages may be left until called for, will aid us TO-noRROW to make your shopping as

expeditious as it is possible, notwithstanding the fact that the people will crowd here as never

before to take advantage of

This Last Day's Special Sale,
WHERE ALMOST EVERYTHINQ OF A GIFT-OIVINQ NATURE flUST BE CLOSED OLT.

AT THE LINEN COUNTER.
Fine Towels, Napkins, and
Darmsks ; also,

,*. Hp.tm and Li-
li e a Tubic¬
elo t li and

. ; ^4 Napkins to

4^Ìv2ÌW^ ttttch· Pink

mmsmù *Dd Yeiiuw·
^ ~ ; í&GOasüt.

White Ha-
tin lJamasii
Ciothd and
Napkins to
BJjgtBBBj

.j a set.

HÖRE THAN
3 3,000 SAT1PLE PIECES
¿ PLATED SILVERWARE,
" cwaprbiDig Itolo Frames, (large and small),

Liinvr», Inkstands, Calendara. Pen-wipers,
J'w I i;>«i». Handkerchief Bozos, <_?·..,-

m-xi·*. Stoarfcn: Moss, Clothes- and Uai-
/.ruarle. Trinket Troys. TOBet Hollies, no

tiro stiks.bought /ruin Ueebt aiiv»rwaxe
cooipaay alone nal! ?: Usi priera. Also,

Quadruple Silver IMated-Ware
from the

Jleriden Silver Plate Company.
NEW

IN THE BASEMENT
ART-ROOn.
A special lot of Kiefant Frame! Stchinas.

Colored French faateis, «Jeuulue Steel En
gravioga, «Itti »? ? «Knout hu«· ?» lo mauri,
up to · ?'· ·' earn.
6¿ French Pastels, with Rocoeoo Silver-and-

Wb'te Fraiu«n, will be «old lor II.
í i¡ µ. 1. u, ß -.1 hundreds «jf tba Frame.]

Patitela at gfl\SSa>,SJ. II.lí». lb« En«. v.

iuff at bile. ???ß till t'atatlatfa al 11. ·1.??,
%¿.¿.>,e.i.i gg.iV .

FINK

í'ortieres

BISQUE

DOLLS.
Assia Mondar shall mi place on sale an-

othorlrrsu arrival ol Kld-Body freuch Bi*ije
Dwk«, lu .u-iiug Uleiiella Kos Doli, »he .ut«*t

Uoll over rusa·, ana a living image of tbst

j i«.tr UtUe Miras. At ??,? isle da;, whou
t..u».«? over/ l'oli stock caá beati ?.audio·!
end i,n-kel over, ws know you will appreciate
¡New » »

Nevi Sa·. Dolls.
Haw COa Dulie.
Mew Vic Dolía.
New ·1 Dolía.
Now ÍLS· Dolls,
New t'i Doit*.
Maw «-'..M) Dulls.

AND

Lace
Curtains
will be

nmong

Monday's
lì Tli./·.

What a Rattling of Scissors
Will Mark This
MONDAYS OFrERINQS

OF

New Dress Goods.
We hare been Just as alari burine speriat

?G????/·» . 1 Dr.»·» UseeS as anrlhiuK ola·,
sud below ??.» »..?« ·>? tbo resane.

COLUKBD ut'ODS-
One-Dollar-and-a-Helf Novelty Uooda can

Dow be «old for '.?»*·.
One-DoStr ??^? ird-Wiíe Telorir Droea

Uoode. ill »hadva, can now bo sold for ">"<*.
tltly-Ceul AB-Wool Mixed «_;.e»i

Dow be bad tor 3ec
BLACK HOODS.

One-Dollar-aud-a-Qu&ricr Slack Silk-Warp
Henrietta« «au Dow I·« «ulj ter Hj·:
Yard-Wide All Wnol Black Importe! II-i

licitas ran BOS l>e sold ( >r See»
liver* Kveuuig Miado »ilk CriokleU Crepes,

'¿So. a yard.
??» at tbla store yci And e.n aeaortmeat o:

Jewelrj >;:» «in·-«« tu sib a lar«··· aerortaient
ss 70a would ouly expoct to see m a rogular

Jewelry Store.
LX1..-. I'il^.

to 11.Ho /»«BO·.*.
Regular me-DelUr «. omhlBttiion For

Hugs, an kinds 01 earns, will bo ¡tU.rJ Bou-
SB*
Ooe-Dollar-Slie Bxtre-Beavy Brush Mats

sul bo O'jc Monday. IBS way many

CLOAKS
win be sold uete

MONDAY
will attract every In-

tending Cloak buyer

to take a arsi look

Bere.

Jasi mix Seal Plush Capo«, wttb doable row

ot Diami» tjr, win bo so.a tor ·7...? ß».·??· a

We bave iBilBfl (roui our Id, »Í.üo, «-.a

··>.·.? lote niauy Cloaks lo bo so.d lor « .

atesisy,
Niiut) of tbe choicest cl tho 4U-iocb Loos

Coat», black, ?«!.*, and u«vy, wul Co louuu lu

tuo liu lois Monas*.
Cnilaroit'a Ureiontu Cloaks witb double

cape aud »lUt-i.u j* bouda, win b« eo«d i..r ? i.

????/ Young Ledi·» and kusee'??-ibca
Long Ja?keld ui ctoenot, boavor, a?? chin-
cbilt« cioiu* will be saioog Mouds; a oSar«
lugs.

4'iotte Kugs will Anotber Invoice, received Sitar Ivy, will be
oüeied tor salo un Mouaay.

Dainty Boxes Free with Jewelry
bolld-Sllviv TbimWos. IB, 50, and 75o.
ho!idv..ji>i Tbimbiei, Si.
Mlvor rVvok-Marka, l.'ic.
BMiMag Slliaa tbaiu-i»rao«iete, a'¿.
Htorliiifc--M.i»or liair-«.onabe, ll..°.ui)|3..10,
IOe,rl-r*i..i:j{ Mlver and livid lian-i o.i.t.-,

00c
Mierllug-Mlver Neck Buckles. 7Jr. ani |i.
.Uvwr-Puted Mavch-Boxee. 45c.
Mcu'a »oii.l-.joid Klogs, ngor-eya settings,

. ..'.ob.

There Is Still a Great Assort¬

ment of

BOOKS
HERL.

BUST! UOMK I.1BHABY. comprisiog
worn ot tbe uesi of meiern author», prtau
in bo.d «yp.·, un bn» pap'r, nal lwul.I il, lea:
rod I./11. m unital.oa or teal uioro:«x>, ??«. ;»

voiuaie.
Daintily-Boand liift Books, gee·
CloUi-boubd books, 13c.
AH l*o«ta, ¿ill ejg-, «.???? binding, 50c*
liUUdraUa of lo> book«, ? io a6c.

Z}ir*Z»H&*£..'X&Z'*'lì*m''m.>Z'*> ->wr'r^m^,1|»»»v.»·.*r» »'«.nw.*7*PafJSiîSSShï«^-^ '¦cm-

II

Ï
'C 105 east Broad street,

V*"Wa>n>a> %-a>%^%-n>%«%%.«o>%«a>

PRICES FOR MONDAY.
Toys.

Soldiers1 Ret«, were MM» will go

Monday .» "^c·
Tool-' H wttl so bto*·
di ? . We.

Bullding-Blocks, wer·; 11, will go

Monday . ^c·

Espi were Mc, will go
.Monday . ¦*·

Nickel Train and Engine, - coaches,
ILS, wiil go Monday. Me.

bjnaa-Tree Ornamenta, were Me,
? dozen . SX?.

Pewter Tea Beta, wen He* wUl go

Monday . baa.
Bulldlag-Bloi he, w· re lie* will g >

Mon lay .
t. n-i'in;«, were Mc., will go Monday.. Me,
The I'atroi-W ·. ; . go
Monday for . BBS.

? will go
Monday . 38a.

China Dolls, vv.ie IOC., will go Mon¬
day . dß.

KiuppCuns, were 65c., will g. Mon·
day . tic.

Lamps.
Kancjuet-Lamps, onyx column, brass
fount, etiti·.·-Irati burner . $2.?»

«Silk. Shades, assort.·.1 odors. jl .",<
Lamp-Sbade Pramea . 17c.
Hall-Lamps, ;. r glob s,

:i ' :-· ??: r·· tor JJ..VI. our price... $1.00
Llbrary>Lnmpa. decorated, 14-inch
shadea and trami ·. s- il aba wb
for 11. our price . MM

Nickel fnaipa, centre-draft burnera.. M.M
OBEAT REDUCTION ON'

Dinner and Tea Sets.
c ni La l-i'hlna Dinner Sets, new
shapes and decorations, loj place·
will go Monday at . 116 SO

Engliah-Porcelaln Dinner .Set-, ini
i cea, new decoratloaa, was jie,
win go Monday fur.lio.oo

Tea Sets.
Finest quality Cnrlshad-Chlna Toa

¡¦..¦is, M pierna'¦
d .orations, sell tbtewbora for Bo,
> .m· :. Ice for. PAM

Cups and Saucers.
China cups an ? Sancita BBOUttnchOi
motto, at i . I %-

Chamber Sets.
SUCH BattCES NEVER BEFORE

SQUALLED in this city.

American-Porcelain Chamber Sets,
underglase decoration slop jar,
bowl and pitcher, chain!.· r, wat.-r-

la r, brush-vase, mug, and toap-
dlsh . $3.89

» Chim!"f St, 10

piente . BJJI
Ironstone-China chamber Set.bowl
and pitcher, chamber, arater>ptteh»
cr, soap, brush-vase, and mug. îl ::,

Vases and Cologne Sets.
Bohemian Decorated Vases·, sell else¬
where .it ?·1· ., our price . Ge.

·:·¦ Bets, i pieci a, sell every
. ¡¡50.

Bandeóme Oold-Decorated Vases, II
Indies high, been $i.ü a pair, and
go Mon lay . SOc.

a and (..«id «/anee, sell every·
where at $1.:"., our price. grjc.

Cutlery.
Knife and Fork, eel! elsewhere at 10c.
a pair, our pi Ice. ;

I Plated Knive» and Corks, sell else¬
where at J-l. our prie.·. K.'fí

Pocket-Knlvee, tell etaewhere at :¦»
and 75c, our price. 25c.

Spoons.
Tin t· for. 4*.

Xteaspooas, plated on ? ¦··· ?.
·. our price Monday . lie.

Silver-.M. i.il r· ispooBS, aell el
wh. re al ir ? ries ?»· r set.

Rogen Broth« re* make,
soll ilsewhi re at $.', our prie· ? r

set . IL»

long . le.

Blacking Cases
BISCBifl I '1 BOOd, 1 rUSB,
ani blacking, Worth $1.7).

Carpet· . $? B)

Glassware,
Crystal Wlne-Giassee, each.
Crystal JeUy-8aucere, esdi.
Hotel Ooblets, u h. ?···
.!. Ui -Bowls, !)«"·??
Crystal Pitchers, half galtone, caca
Crystal Tumblers, sseta.
Crj itsl J.'iiv-· ila ·-.-·. aacta.
trait- a?? 1*» pper-Shakt-rs, BSCta.-'.·-

Tinware.
»x, JspssassV aacta. ate

Coal-Vases sleety decorated eacta.. ? «<

(-quart Wock-Tin BawoBsns each., ? e

a-quart 11 .ivy Block-Tin l'l-h-l'an.
m irth ·"·"«· . ate

» '.ik- -M« ill. BSttB «1-. wli.re at 20c.,
prie· sseta . Ite

BurpriM Bgg-Whlp aarti .

fafci -?'?? i" r seh .

Nutnies-<lrat<>r.·*.each . te

ROSE'S, IOS east Broad street.

TBALHIMER BROTHERS.
Merry Christmas to One and All Oar Friends and Customers.

ONLY ONE DAY LEFT
to secure of tlio GHEAT HAIMMINH wo offer for tho holidays.Ktoro open Monday morning 8 o'clock till 11 i'. M.

bee our bargains sud cut prices ou

Cloaks, Capes, Curtains, Rugs, Fancy Art Goods,
Table Linens, and Holiday Goods.

600 Ladies' and .Mi .-.·*' Coats from $) to $15 each.
MO Cloth Cupes from 81.50 to ¿l .">.
ISB French Loney heal »nd Astrachan Capes from $3.08 to 835.
We have the largest line to select from of any house in tbe city.500 Ladies' and Gentlemen's Gloria and Silk Limbrellaa fri p? G??. to 85 each.
One of these is tin· most useful article to present to your friends for Christ¬

mas or New Veer.
$5,000 worth of Jewelry sent us on consignment by a leading manufacturer

to be sold at wholesale prioea Tbe line conaiateuf handsome Hingt, Pint for ladies
and gentlemen ; tar-Kinga, Cuff Buttons, Br» a«>t-1 ins, Chains sud ? harms, Uold
Pens, Hook-Murks, Ptper-outtere, 1 in-Trays, and many other amoks in the
Jewelry Une.

A full force of clerka to pay the proper attention to you, and all goods de¬livered promptly during the day and night.

THALHIMER BROTHERS,
Fiftki and atrend ¦trenta.

CHRISTMAS
Booklets and
Fine Art Gilt Books,
Turn-Over Calendars,
Screen Calendars, and
Calendar Books.

ALSO, A LARGE LINE
OF

Oxford Teachers' Bibles,
Hymn Books, and
Hymnals,
SUITABLE FOR GIFTS, ETC

???????
niiDifniTin

1001 HAla Street, lUcàmonci, Ya. '
(4e is-iDeaeu

J|EADQUARTER8 FÓR
ELEGÂRT DIAMONDS,

PINE WATCHES, RICH JLWELRTIÎMUM KII,Vr.RB,'AKL '
PABLOH < LO ^
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ß??:?. ' ¦. a
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NOT A CHINA SHOP,
NOR A DRY-GOODS SI
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